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Red Rock opens Oct. 29

(From October 2 1, 2004 lssue of esisida Plomoor, updared
for the curtent lssue of Red Rock Rag)

At dawm Friday, Oct 2q, Bed BEock Canyon Cpen
Space opebed permanently to the public,

"Itz certainly going to pleaze a lot of people who'we
been wanting to get 0 there and use it Terry Putman,
City Parks development manager, told the Westzide
Pioneer.

Heours will Ee dawm o dusk.

He =zaid the only access initially will e at High
SreetRidge Boad off Highway 24, where omding has
been completed for a temporary parking lot for 2o to 3o
vwehicles Uzage 5 limited to the lower pottions of the
788 1 -acre property - where rock-climbing routes in the
area of the old zandztone gquarry and zome multi-uze
trailz connerting three canyons baw been created,

Among the arwas offflimie for now =5 the former
landfill in one of the property's upper canyons, which

Hal Prostka

Hal was a long time supporter of Red
Rock Canyon Open Space. As a consulting
peologist he devoted his talent to Red Rock
Canyon by making a preliminary peologic
assess ment of the prope ity and by providing
information and criticism for the geology
maps and artickes which appeared from time
to time in the Red Rock Rag.

Hal was devoted to preserving our
landscape In numerous other ways and had
bezn active in the Intemann Trall Commitiee
and Friends of the Peak

All of us who wvalue our natural
environment owe adept of pratitude o Hal

Ow deepest sympathies to those who
mlisg Hal the most

bealth officials bave deenwed unzafe for public vse forthe
DeXt [ 7 years

The open space, purchazed last December by the
citys Tmils, Open Space and Parks (TOPS) progmm, i=
located =t weat of Colomde Spring, between the old
Midland area and the Crystal Hillz neighborbood in
Manitou Springs To the zouth, it abuts Section 16, which
iz leamed as park space by Bl Paze County and in tom
borders Pike National Borest,

The opening bad been on bold while climbing routes
and tmaile wer developed thi= fAll Other chores
accomplizbed by TOPE/City Parks =zince last December
bave included relorating former tenants, conducting a
public master-planning procezs, demolishing or fixing
varions buildings, craganizing wlunteer tail constaction
workdays and birvirg full-time park ranger Scott Abott
{who i= at the park Mondays through Frida ),

Climbets need to regizter at the Carden of the Cod=
Vizitor Center. A publication listing the climbing routes
iz also available at the center.

A officlal opening, with a dedication cerrmony, i=
anticipated sometime bext surmer, Putman =aid, There
iz b timetable as yet for other master-planned featires
at the park, including a dog nan, a "bee ride" (thrills
seekers) Heycling area, full dewelopment of the High
Street trmilbead, the addition of teo otber tmilbheads and
the remainder of' a 1 p-mile wail zy=tem

Wesslde Floneer Article

Our Thanks

The Triends of Red Rock Canyon  wish
to express our appreciaton to the volunteers for
Outdoor Colorado, the Chty of Colorado Springs
Department of Parks, Recreation and Culiural
Services, and all of the volunEers who have
devoted their efforis to making Red Rock
Canvyon Open §pace available.

We would also like to express our
appreciation to the Villape at Skyline for
providing our meeting room.
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Lotz bas happerned since the lazt Bed Bock Rag
edition, The Bed Bock Canyon Open Zpace baz been
opened to the public and it iz gettibg lotz of u=e. We
baw completed the process of becoming a city
recognized "Friends of Bed Rock Canyon” organization.
That means we awr working with the Park and
Becreation Department of Colorade Springs in the
Flanning and men itoring of what needs to bappen on
the land To accomplizh thiz oew role the board of
directors bas implemented the following:

YEARLY MEMBERZHIF POLICY

We now bawe Fro lindividual], $r g [family], and
a f3o [business or organization] anoual dues to belp pay
for the gquarterly Eed Feock Bag arnd other expenses.
Every interested petrson may continue to receivwe the
email notices and accezs the website even if wou do not
Fay the anrual dues I ywou have recenved the Hag for some
tirne, your membership will extend untl sy, Otherwize the
memberzhip will renew ob the anniversary date of your
pining the Friends of Bed Fork Canyon,

OUE NEW WEBSTTE: wam redrockeanyonopenspace. oty

We are pleazed to anbounce our new wekbelte
will zoon be up and going, There you will be able to
receive ourrent infbrmation about what iz bappening in
Fed Fock Canyon Thanks again to Don Ellis the new
website bas a new look with otz of pictures and usefial
information, This iz a dypamic =ite for bow =0 we

appreciate your thoughts and suggestions
[MPOETANT AININUAL MEETING
~THUEIDAY, MARCH 35D zooj

We will be havinga report from the Clity of
their zoog plans for the Eed Fock Canyon Open Space,
We will bz reviewing our pazt and fubare goals of
Friend=s of Bed Eock Canyon, We will alzo be electinga
bew Board of Direc tors, Thiz will be both a substantive
and zocial meeting open o all, zo pleaze come The
meeting iz beld at the Village at Sk yline on Lower Cold
Camp Foad between 212t and =6th streets (after ooing
through the mate, go right to the farthest east building,
enter on the north side and look for signs),

OPENING: FOR THE BOARD

We bave a number of open inges for the Board of
Directore of Friends of Fed Fock Canyon and we
encoumge you toconsider being on the board. Youcan
bawe a significant impact on the fuonwe of the land st
at the time when the plans are being made  Call 634-
1810 or email Shanti at shantitoll@botmail com if you

are interested,
Fhand Tall

Freeriding Red Rock Canyon

Az Bed Bock Canyon continues to expand it
rezoume o the public there 5 a group of individuals
with a very specific forue Approximately ze wlunteer
members of the local mountain bike adworacy group,
Medicine Wheel, bave gathered to share ideas and offer
their time and energy to belp plan and build a technical
skills rid ing area (Freeriding) with in Fed Fock Canyon,

The group bhaz independently met pumerous
times to determine not only what they want the park to
provide, but alzo to zeek ways to aszizt the City of
Colorado Springs Department of Parks and Eecreation
in bringing thiz much needed verue to fuition. The
aroup bas been working within the guidelines of the
City to azsure not only the zafety of park usmers iz
addrezzed, but they are alzo fooumed on a responzible
approach to the rezource with tmil sustainability and
envircnmental protecticn az primary Conc erns,

To achiew theze goals Medicihe Wheel i=
rezearching clrrent standards that are used thronghout
the country and internationally With the aszziztance of
the Ioterpational Mountain Bicywcling Aszociation
(IMBA), the group bas secured a wide range of "best
practicez’ that are alread y being u=ed, thus providing
aszurances that owur area will fit eweryones needs
Additionally, Medicine Wheel recently taveled to
Breckenridoe with Chriz Lieber, the TOPS coordinator
for Colorade Springs Parks and Eecwation, Jim
Schwerin of Parks Beoard, and landzcape architect
Prizcilla Marbaker to meet with Danica Rice who iz the
Open Space and Trailr Coordinator for the City of
Breckenridge. Thiz meeting explored the ways that
Breckenridoe baz aleady approached Freeriding and
took a tour of the v Freeride Park,

On site, Medicihe Wheel recently spent a
Saturday momning picking up a dumpeter's worth of
trazh and other debriz from the area, and allowed the
patticipants to begin laying out options for the park.
locluded are a family area, a "wial=" riding arena, and
multiple arasz for stz and umps In addition, the
dezigners intend to assign ratings for degreez of
difficulty =uch as zki slopes bave uzed throughout the
VEars,

Az the process mowes forward, Medicine Wheel
baz officiallyadopted thi=s portion of the park and is al=o
azzizting with findraising and technical expertize
required for the appropriate design thr the stactires,

Anyone wanting to participate in thiz process iz
invited to play a part with Medicine Wheel az we
continue to give zomething back to our community
and the environment For more information call Joeh
Oeterhoudt at &33-2555 ext 2o, o emaill to
medwheeljo@acl.com

Jesb O=zterbondt
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Volunteers add to Red Rock's trail mileage

(From Jept 23, 2004 lssue of $esiside Pionaor)

Through the labor of neardy 1oo wluntesrs, noughly
[ mile of trail waz added to Fed Rock Canyon Open
Space Sept 14

Chriz Lieber, City Parks trailz coordinator and
Froject supervizor, was pleazed with the tumont "It was
agreat day [t's amazing what can be accomplished with
a lot of people working together,” be zaid,

Iocluding the two-day inaugural project Ang
28-20 with the Volunteers for Outdoor Colorad o (WO,
the efftrt brought the total of new wail in Bed Rock
Canyon to about 10 miles Combined with 10 miles of
roads already on the property which Lieber zald iz
uzable for trail, a total of thmwe miles of
biking'bikingborseback riding swface now exists at
the =ite,

"Three milez down and 14 to oo, Lieber zaid,
referring to the 17 thiles called for in the trailz master
plan for Bed Bock Canyon,

He =aid be planz another project dayFriday, Oct
22, The date colbeidez with the anrual Make a
Difference Day, in which City Parks baz partnered with
volunteer groups in past years on such efforts as
planting and revegetation projects. People wanting to
zign up should call Kim Eing, wlunteer coordinator for
City Parks, at 38 5-f5o0.

For the most part, the Sept 18 work was less
technically challenging than the Aungust project, which
bad mwvelved two wicky cabyon crossings. Workers
spent much of their time delivering wheelbarrows of
crusber fines (a type of crisbed gravel that retaine some
zoil 20 a= o make a good wail surface) o raize the wail
bed along relatiwel y even, gmdually uphill terrain thata
bcbeat mach ine bad pre-cleared,

The most evel terrain was a grassy sedment,
about 350 vards long by mayke 75 yards wide, swibhging
up the canyeon to a raized, flat area. Some people
commented that it looked a lot like a golf bole. That'z
because, according to Lieber, it bad actually ance been
intended to ke a golf bole. The Bock family, the

previous owners of the property, bad u=ed it az a
showpiece for potential inwvestors, to belp them imagine
a zcenic, full-zize cowrse up and down the canyons as
patt ofa wvast howusing and commercial development of
the =ite.

The trail work was berween the old Bock family
bouze and the quarrytmil to Creenles Can oo that bad
Eeen built Ang, 2820,

Ameong the volunteers Sept 18 were members
of the Intemann Trail Committes, which redirected it=
forces to Bed Bock Canyon for the second meonth in a
row,

The 788 1-acre open space property, which was
purchazed by the City of Colorade Springe last
December, iz not yet open to the public, City Parks
planz a limited open ing after a ternporary parking lot iz
Enilt at the Ridge Foad F High Street access, possibly by
mid=-October, Lieber zaid (Since thiz was written, the
porthern part of Bed BEeck Canyon Open Space bas
been opened with access from High Stieet)

CALENDAR

Jaruaryt Frdends of Red Rock Carnyon
700 BM Village at Skyline (off Lower Cold
Clamp Boad), Activitles Foom, Bullding Mo, 4
(The Haztermmost Building - enter from the
parking lot north of the building

February 7 Fdends of Bed Bock Canyon
700 BM Village at Skyline (off Lower Cold
Clamp Boad), Activitles Foom, Bullding Mo, 4
(The Haztermmost Building - enter from the
parking lot north of the building

March 7 Frends of Red Rock Canyon
ANNUAL MEETING
7oo BM Village at Skyline off Lower Cold
Camp Foad), Activities Foor, Buillding Mo, 4
" The Eaztermmucst Building - enter from the
parking lot north of the building)

Opinions expressed in THE f80 800K 8AG are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinion
of the Friend s of Red Bock Canyon

WE WANT YOUR INPUT!

Letters, articles, cornroents voaybe sent to:
F.ag Editor
Friends of Fed Rock Cargron
2211 W, Colorado Avenue
Colovado Springs, GO 80904

Electronic subraissions raayr be sent to:
ellisdi@peisys. net
Plemse send electronic text in plain ASCIT [ tef) format

THE EED BocK EAG veserves the vight to publish or not publish avy subreisdon and to edit sabraisdons for shle and length.

Yo are welcorae to reproduce and distribute any raaterial published in THE BE Bock BAG.
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Join Fiend's of Red Rock Canyon
MNarme:
Address:
Ciby S State £ Zin Code
Ermail: Horme FPhone: Wik Fhone:

X1 ves, | wani fo join Friends of Red Rock Canyon for the coming vear

Incivicilal Member ($70)
Family Membership ($7158) Cther Family Members:

Cohizalion/ Business Membershio (530)
Fwowlic itke to heln even more with a contribugion of 3

O would like fo be involved in volunteer efforts:

_ Trailand gewardship volunteer  Fducational Frograms ___ Brochure or grant writer
_Advocacy & Community outreach  Other [please describe)

X My main inferests in Red Rock Canvon COoen Space are:

Flease mall this membershin form with your check to:

Friends of Red Rock Canyon
2297 W Colorado Ave
Coloradio Springs, GO 80504

(Friends of Red Rock Garyon iz a 301 (3 1 norproft organization. Contributions are tax dedudible )

For more information, contact Linds Hodges at the Trails and Open Space Coalition: 6335-6054,
or e-mail: help@ saveredrockcanyon.com

TrE Bep Roce Bac
Friends of Bed Back Canywon
zzr1 W Colorado Avenue
Colorado Springs, 00 Sogod




