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TOPS meetings focus on
Red Rock Canyon

Aroitz Aprl 23 meeting, the TOP: Wearking
Committes pazzed a resolution recommending that "the
City take the neceszary stepe to enable TPL to zecure a
contmct o parchaze the Bed Bock Canyon property oo
behalf of the City .. " The molution zee below) will oo
before the Park Board on May 8 and iz expected to be
prezemted to the Colorade Springs City Council at itz
May 1 2 work =eE=ion

In order to baw more discussion of Fed Bock
Caryon befhre the MMay 8 Park Board meeting, the TOPS
Werking Committee baz rezcbeduled itz next meeting
for Wednesday, May 7

The May 7 TOP: Working Committee meeting
iz experted to be devoted largely to Fed Boc k Canyan,

The meeting will be at 4100 P, at the Colorado

Springs Parks and Becreation Buildingat 1401 Becreation
Way The Parks and Becreation Building = located 2
bBlocks north of Uintah et east of T-z5 and iz reached by
taking Glen Avere north fom Uintab,

Our Thanks

The Rad Rock Canyon Committes
wishes to express its appreciation to the Red
Rock Canyon Foundation for Its suppont of the
Red Rock Rag,

Wwe would also like to express our
appreciation to the villape at Skyline for
providing our meeting room.

Resolution
TOPS Working Commitiee

TFL and the City's ahility to purchase it, and,

successfully soon, therefore,

public open space using TOPS funding.

the two.

Whereas the acquisition of the greater part of the Fed Rock Canyon prop erty has
lotig been one of the TOPS program's highest prionties, and,

Wheteas The Trust for Public Land (TPL) has an option on this property that s
due to expire shortly and alowing the property to fall out of contract could jeop ardize

Whereas the due diligence on this property 15 expected to be completed

The TOPS Working Committee recommends the City talke the necessary steps to
enable TPL to secure a contract to purchase the Red Rock Canyon property on behalf of
the City wath the understanding that the greater part of the land would be purchased as

The TOPS Working Commnittee alzo recommends the initiat on of a public
process to determine the best uses of the rematning portions ofthe Red Rock Canyon
property (primanly the land adjoining U5 Highway 24) 1n terms of compatibility wath the
open space and including the use ofpublic funding, private funding, or a combination of
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TIDBITS

Spiderwort

Orne of'the lovel y Spring flowers which Heoom in
our foothille iz the spiderwort Splderworts form the
gerniz Trademcantia The flowers of warious species of
Tradezcantia can be pink, whits, or parpli=hb,

Onr  spiderwort (Tradescantia occidentaliz)
bBlooms from mid-MMay through une and nte July The
flowers grow in clusters and are a parplish Blue Each
flomer iz abeonat an inch acress and baz three petals.

To zothie, the name spiderwort zeets stabge or
whimsical, "wort” comes fom an Old Englisb wond "weyrt”
which simply means plant, berk, or root, Spidetrs don't
zeem to hawve any =pecial affinity to spiderwort 5o,
perbape "spider” refers to the zhape of the plant, az it
does for the zpider plant which growe in many of our
bomes [t iz easy to imagine the chieter of spideraon
tlowers az the body of a spider with the grazs-like leaves
as the legs.

Ore species of spiderwort baz found a very
urn=ual scientific application . a3 a radiaticn monitor,
The stamen haira of this spiderwort are each a chain of
zingle cells, like beads on a sting The stamen baire grow
by the zuccezzivwe addition of cellz to the chain, o this
particular species, the cells of the =tamen bairm are
uznally pink, But, there iz an occazional Blue cell The
Blue color iz the result of a zingle point mutation in the
cell's genetic material The likelibood of thiz mutation
cocurring iz proportional to the mdiation to which the
cell iz exposed, 5o, counting the pumber of Blue cells in
the stamen hairs giwes an estimate of the radiation to
which the flowers wer exposed, Since the cells in each
bair grow zequentially, tbe lotation along the stamen
bairs of the Blue cells tells when the radiation exposure
ocourred, Thiz species of spiderwort was once planted
arcund a mrlear power plant in Japan to monitor the
releaze of radicactive material from the nuclear plant
HNet only did the spiderworts tell bow mach radicactive
mhaterial was releazed and when, they alzo twld how the
wind disperzed the radicactiwe material.

Don ENls

CALENDAR
Meetings of Possible Interest:

May 1 Red Bodk Commiitiee
7o BM Village at Skyline (off Tower Cold
Camp Foad), Activitiez Foorn, Building No 4
[The Eaztermmost Building = enter from the
parking lot north of the building

May & Manitou Springs Clity couneil
700 PM Manitou Springs City Hall
tob Manitou Averie

May 7 TOFS Working Commififes
4oo PM Colorado Springs

Parkz and Becreation Building
1401 Becreation Way
{ East of'l-z5, 2 bBlocks north of Uintah)

}ay 28 Parks & Recreatlon Advisory Board
730 A, Colorads Springs
Park= and Becreation Building
1401 Becreation Way
{ Eaztofl-25, 2 blocks north of Uinah)

May 1 7 dolorado Springs City Council
oo AR City Couneil Chambers,
The historic City Hall, INewada & Kicwa
May 2o Manitou Springe City Council
7o BM Manitou Springs City Hall
tot Manitou Averue
May 27 Colorade Springs City Coimeil
oo A City Couneil Chambers,
The hiztoric City Hall, IMevada & Kiowa

}ay 28 TOFS Woikdng Comnndites

730 A, Colorads Springs

Park= and Becreation Building

L 4o1 Becreation Way

{ Eaztofl-25, 2 blocks north of Uinah)
May =28 Mandion Springs Open Space

Advisory Comndiiee
700 PM Manitou Springs City Hall
tob Manitou Avere

Jurne § Bed Bock Canyon Committee
7o PM Village at Skyline loff Lower Cold
Camp Foad), Activities Foorn, Building No 4
(The Eaztermmost Building - enter from the
parking lot north of the building)

NOTE: Scheduled meetibge can be zubject to change or
cancellation, Check theze web pages within a week of
scbeduled meeting for iteme of interest:

Colarado Springs Clity governmment: Wl SRNGS H0Y . COm
El Pazo Count y governmhent: Wiy 2|pasaco.cam
Alzo, check the CONOD web site: Wil C3C0N0.0M
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Red Rock Canyon Foundation
President’'s Report, May 2003

The pazzage of the TOPS externzion iz a
testament o o citys contivued commitment to the
prezervation of open space. With the TOPS extension n
place, we are one very Big step closer to secingour vision
for Bed Bock Canyon become a reality, Az iz imually the
caze, proowes: baz presented pew and  exciting
challenges, We are confident that adwocates for the
prezervation of Bed Rock Carnyon will addmess theze
challenges with the =ame integrity that baz been
employed in advorating for the TOPS extenzion.

The Bed Bock Canywon Foundation Board bas
identified the fhllowing chbjectives which it beliewes
zhould bBe the immediate foeus of it support:

. Supporting the Trust For Public Land in it
prchaze of the entive Bed Bock Can yon property
. Ermuring confidence that that the City of

Colorado Springs will ultimately puarchaze the property
from TPL

. Erncouraging the city to nuake a fim
comritment to allocating TOPS funds for the purchaze
of the prime land for open space

. Ereuring a continued vision for the preservation
of the whole propetty it a way that any non open space
uze be compatible with and enbances the natue and

Beauryofthe land, Time = needed to lock at all options,
but this should not interfere with the quick =ale of the

Property.

. Erncouraging the city to tmake a frm
commitment to TPL that when TPL pirchazes all the
land, the city will take rezponsibility to determine the
best uze of the acwage rear Highway z4, and belp
rezolve any izzues io a timely way. Thiz will allow TPL to
corclude final negotiationz and prarcbaze of the Bock
Froperty.

. Erncouraging TPL to work with Mre Bock and
ber weprezentatives to keep the property nder contact

until the purchasze negotiations are complete and the
land i= =old,

Clearly, the next important step iz for the land
zale to successfully mke place, We would like to express
our gratitude to bre Bock, the Triast for Public Land, and
the City of Colorads ptinge for their continued efftorts=
it that regard. Additicnally, we would like to thank the
TOPF: Extension Comrmittes, the voters of Colorado
Springs, and the many donars and veluntesrs who have
genernely contributed to this project

We are pleazed to announce that Bed Bock
Canyon Foundation Board bas wted to fund the next
three publicationz of the Bed Bock Fag, by paying for
zrace in the newsletter. We bope to find subsequent
editionz of the Fag az well.

Brad Butkin, Vice President

Red Rock Canyon Foundation - MEMBERSHIP FORM

Hame:

Address:

E-mail:

Fhaone:

M embership donation: (checks payvable to Red Rock Canyon Foundation

M ermbership level
Supporter twanting to be kept informed)

Helper fwilling to work on occasional committee or help with work projects)
Leader fwilling to volunteer a few hours a month)

Areas of interest for volunteering:

Sighature

Send thiz membership formto;

Date

Red Rork Camvon Foundaifon

z2zo7 W, Colorads Ave
Colorado Springs, 0O Sogo4

(Phone f34-1 $10)

Page 3



HELP SUPPORT THE RID HOCK HAG!
0 Enclosed is roy contribution. (Check payable to “Fed Rock Canyon Corarnittee”, ot tax deductible))

D Don't acknowdedge vay contribution in the Fe Rocy Ras.
MAME:
ADDRESES:
PHOME: E-rmail:

Mailto: Red Roek Canyon Committee J P. O. Box 2352 f Colorado Springs, CO E0901-2352

For more information, contact Linds Hodges at the Trails and Open Space Coalition: £633-5804,
or e-mail: help@&@saveredrockcanyon.com

Opinions expressed in THE 880 800K AG are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinion
of the Bed Rock Canyon Commitiee.

WE WANT YOUR INPUT!

Letters, articles, covarnents roaybe sent to: Electronic subtmissions ray be sent to:
E.ag Editor
Eed Fock Caryon Gorarnittes rag@saveredrockeanyom. sar
P. O, Box 2359 Pleaxe send electronic textin plam ASCIT {txf) formnat

Colovado Springs, GO G0901-255%
TiE BED BocK BAG reserves the right to publish or not publish any subraission and to edit sabraissions for style and length,

You are welcorae to reproduce and distribute any raaterial published in THE EO EocK EAG.

Ter Brp Roce: Bas

Bed Fork Canyon Committes
P O Box 2352

Colorado Springs, 00 Sogor=z352




