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It's a done deal!

In autherizing certificates of partic ipation up o
br 55 million for the Fed Bock Canyon purchaze on
October 28, the Colorado Springes City Couneil made the
lazt official decision they need to make in crder for the
City to purchaze Bed Bock Canyon, The authorizarion
pazzed by a é o 2 vote, Mayor Rivera recuzed bimself
berause a financial =ervice firm be works for could be
inwolved with the certificates of participation.

The authorization for B 5.5 million as=sures that
mhone i from the certificates of participation will cover all
acquizsition costs, which are actually expected o be
closer o Fr 4.8 million,

The Clity closed on ite parchaze of Bed Bock
Carwon fom the Trast for Public Tand on November 25,

S0, [t's a done deal!

Our Thanks

The Red Rack Canyon Comundiies
wishes to express 1is appreciatdon members
of the Calorado Springs City Council for thelr
support for Red Rock Canyon Open Space.

e also wish to express our appreciation
to the Red Rock Canyon Foundation for I
support for the Red Rock Rag and to the Villape
at Skyline for providing our meeting room.

Give us your thoughts

The Jarmary izsue of the Bed Bock Rag will
celebrate of the success of the effort to preserve Bed Bock
Carwon Open Space. We will look forward o the funare
of Bed Bock Canyon and back to the efforr which bas
brought vz to where we are We would like o prezent a
variety of viewpoint: and bope that wou will contribute
wors with a short essay, poem, editorial, story, or
whatewr you are mowved to cobwibare, (E-mail to
rag@zaveredmockeanyoncom o mail o Bed Bock
Canyon Committes S PO Box 2352/ Colarado Springs,
20 Bogor=2752)

Thank o

Passing the torch

Abont a year and a balf ago, advorcates for Bed
Bock Canyon Open Space created the Fed Fock Canyon
Foundation, The Fed Bock Canyon Foundation was
incorporated az a nobprofit entity paterned after
Cheyenne Comren: The Bed Bock Canywen Foundation
anticipates making ongoing contributions in the =ame
wayas the Friends of Che yermne Canyon or Friends of the
Carden of the Cads,

Ewn after the Fed Bock Canyon Foundation
was incorporated, though, adwocates for BEed Rock
Carwon Open Space anticipated that the effort w
prezerwe FHed Bock Clanyon might still inwlve political
activities which would be unzeemly for a nonpnofit
foundation, Such activities, ifany, would continue to be
the province of the exizting ad bec citizens' group, the
Bed For k Canyon Committes,

MNow that the creation of Bed Bock Canyon
Open Space iz azsured, the Fed Fock Canyeon Comimittes
bas ecognized that there no lorger appears to be a peed
for a separate ad boe citizens group, 5o, at its November
meeting the Bed Bock Canyon Committee voted o
dizeolve effective in Jaruary of 2004 and to tmnster it
rezidual azzets to the Bed Bock Canyon Foundation,

Thus, the towh of advocacy fior Bed Beck
Caryon will pase completely o the Bed Bock Cansyon
Foundation,

December meeting
to review trail plan

The lazt iz=ue of the Fed Fock Fag ffatared a
draft wermion of a tmil plan for Bed Bock Canyon Open
Space, Our intent = to present our suggested tmil plan to
the Colorado Springs Department of Parks Eecreation
and Cultaral Services az a resowrce for  their
development of the Mazter Plan for Bed Bock Canyon,
Since we publisbed the tmil plan, we bave received
=eweral suggestions and comments which will be
incorporated into the plan which we will offer to the ity

Ar the December 4 ppint meeting of the Bed
Bock Caryon Poundation and Bed Bock Cansyon
Committes, we will mview the updated plan and dizcuss
any additicnal suggestions for the plan,

At the December meeting, the Fed Bock Canyon
Foundation will alzo zet the time and date for ite zoo4
Arrnal Mesting,
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Directors Needed

To date, o b of Bed Bock Canyon Boundation's
empbaziz has been on fhciliating and encowraging the
pazsage of the TOPS Exterzion and the subsequent
acquisition of Fed Bock Canyen by the Thast for Public
Lard, and ultimately the City of Colorade Springs. As our
focue tume fom ersring public owoership of the
propetty, it iz our intent that Bed Bock Canyon
Fourdation will contitee to Hlay an impartant role in the
protection of Bed BEock Canson, We anticipate that the
Fourdation will remain actively bvolved b planning,
flird raizing efforts, and maintenance projects welated to
Fed Bock Canyon on a long term baz s

We are cirrently zeeking individuals ibterested
in azziztitg with those efftrts by zervirg on Bed Beock
Carpon Foundation'z beard of divectors At this wital
Janctae, Bed Bock Canyon Foundation iz presented with
an oppotiniry o zerve the City of Colomdo Springz az an
important steward of one of the Pikes Peak region's
greatest natural reasires, o large part, the Boundation's
role will e defined and carried out by board of directors.
Thoee interested in the possibility of serving on the board
of directorz should call Shanti Toll at (715) 634-1 810 or
Bmd Bufkin at {715} 227-ct6 85

Fed Bock Canyon Foundation will select its new
Board members and officers at s 2004 anrmal meeting,
Thoee interested in leamirg more abont the finne of Bed
Fock Canyon Foundation are encouraged to attend,. The
time and location of the anrmmal meeting will ke
determired at the December 4 joibt Fowndation f
Committes neeting and armonnced by e-mail and in the
Jaruary Bed Bock Bag,

Brmd Bufkin

Wice President

Fed Bor k Canyen Foundation
CALENDAR:
Meetings of Possible Interest:

Decermnbery Fed Rock Canyon Commitiee / Foundadon
7oo P Village at Skyline (off Lower Cold
Carmp Foad), Activities Boor, Building Mo, 4
[The Eaztemmost Building - enter from the

December 1o TOPS Workdng Commdtiee
4oo PR Colorado Spring:
Parks and Becreation Building
1401 Becreation Way
{ East of1-z5, 2 Blocks north of Uintah)

December 22 Mardtou Springs Open Space
Advisory Commiditee
7oo P Manitou Springs City Hall
tob Manitou Avenue

Red Rock Canyon Foundation
President’s Report, December, 2003

We congratulaie the Cliy of Colorado Springs for ithe
purchase of the Bock property.

The Foundatlon 5 adwocating fr substantlal
access o the Bed Rock Canyon. While we recognlze that the
clty has securlty respons [bliltles and that the clbf's planning
ptocess mmay ke a long thme, we encourage the Fark and
Recreatlon Departraent to flnd creatlve, safe and abundant
ways or the clizens o see thls wonderfal land The
Foundatlon has offered lE services and people to the cliy to
rnake publle access poss lble next year

The Foundatlon also stongly advocates open
publlc process 0 the plannling and developroent ofthe Red
Rock open space park, We encoutage the Fark and
Recreatlon Departrnent to Ilsben o the suoogestlons of the
ked Rock Canyon adwvocates, recognlzing that they ate the
people that care and have organlzed o protect the land fhr
fubite generatlons,

Hikes on the Land

It does our hearts good to see the hlkers these
Jammays of Ociober and Mowernber exploring the beauty
of Red Rock Canyon (foumtlvely and lleralyl  The
enthuslasmn of the hlkers 15 germilne as they share and
expetence the wonders of this land, We wish to thank
Linda Hodoes, Don ENls, Joe Fabeck and all the others who
have voluntee red to supervise the hlkes and make pubillc
access posslble, Ifyou missed the culded hlkes this &1, the
clty has expressed willlngness to have gulded hlkes next
yeat, We wlll keep you Informed,

December Bed Bock Canyon Advocate Meeting

Decemnber 4th will be the next meetng of the
Commlitee and Foundadeon This =il be the last rmee dng of
the Red Rock Canyon Comnriltbee Don Ellls wlll lead a
review and publlc npuat sesslon on sugoesbed trall plan for
Red Rock Canyon, Flease come and glvwe your thoughis, We
wlll also choose the thme for the Red Rock Canyon
Foundatlon’s 2oo4 annual meeting Flease think about
what you would llke to see the Foundatlon do doln Ln the
corilng year

2004 Arnnial Meeting comdng up
The annual meetdny of te Red Rock Canyon
Foundatlon s bopottant for a ramber of easons and we
ask wyou o attend We willl set our yeally godls tor the
Foundatlon The Red Rock Canyon Foundatlon could oo ln
a rmrnber of helpfil and rmeaningfial direcdons. We would
ke your feedback With the usage of the acreaoe rear
hlohway 2 4 up n the alr, we w11 need strong ad vocabes with
vislon o raake this open space patk be tnily outs Ending
Arour annual roeethg we wlll also be electing a new boand
and settling up worklng commiltiees o help gulde the
planning and devwelopment process of the open space patk
Flease conslder wolunteerdns ©r the Red Rock Canyon
Foundatlon. Tt I8 a wotthy publlc service that wll help
nanire and beneflt Mboure generatlons Call Shantl ac 624-
r2ro If you are wlllhg o be on the Red Rock Canyon
Foundatlon Board or would 1lke to nominate a3 petson for
the board,
Ehanti Tioll
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E3SSAY:

Hogback Memories

My pamntz warted a bome of their own, bat
couldn't afford a thousand dellar bouse in towm, 3o, o
1944 iy family spent $roo to buy three acres of land a
couple miles south of Colorads Awerne Cur first bome
there waza "bouze on wheelz' with o plumbing of any
zort, Cur bouse had wheels with wooden spokes and was
only 6 By 12 feet We lived o the "bonze on wheel=" while
my father Enilt the mmmoe for our real bouse, Then, we
lived in the mmoe while we built the st of the houze,

Weat of our new bome waz a lot of wild counosy:
Sy, oy mether and [ had a lot efexploring to do.

The first part of Bed Fock Canpon we explored
was the =outh end in Section 16, T walked along the crest
of the ridge of red mandstone Fowund a little arch that 1
could reach through and shake hands with myeelf Saw
a twizted dead tree that had growm it a cmck in the rock
and been bent by the wind Watched msequite larvae in
a bathtubezize rain water pool in the rock on top of the
ridge Experienced joy and wonder, Marweled at itall |
waz ho are than elght the fist timme we went there,

In the early 1gse'z we drowe up Bed Bock
Caryon, [b the bottom of che of the quarriez we fiund a
deep mectangular pool, like a2 swimming pool, with large
mud pupples swinning b it By that time, 3y Bock had
already remowed the renmants of the railroad and the
"towr” which bad supported the quarries. B, the large
company =afe fiom one of the quarry companies was
still Iying in Bed Bock Canyon below the Soider Cuarry:
When we walked through the Snider Quarry, we found
the ore remaining Enilding from the quarry operations,
a =rrall stone building in Greenlee Canyen, My mother
thought it might bave been a depot Hiking on an old
wagon road from Bed Bock Canyon, we came to a
harrow canyon between two red clifs On the wall of'this
camyon, as high up as a growmn man could reach, was a
carefully carved inzcription: goo. The mornumental
quarries, the zafe, the stone tuilding, the inscription led
e to imagine that wild west time 20 long, long ags in
5o

Newr that I'm close to balfa= old as the =tate of
Colorads, goo doesn't really zeem like it would have
been 2o long, long ago,

Onee, biking along the cliff of white Bort Hayes
limestone oo the lower boghack, we foumnd a =lot in the
cliff just wide encwugh to =lip through, Bebind the =lot
zofter stone bad been eroded into a ramp which let me
walk tothe top of the ridge 1mzeen. .. And, anotber wild
weat fantaz yunfalded i my mind

A white baired gentle man pamed Mr White
cwbted 45 acre: on the bogtack where be grazed bis
borzez He gawe s permhizsion to bike on biz land We
weren't entirel ¥ consc lentiowe in obeserving hiz property
linez and oftern explored quite a kit of hiz neighbors
property, too [ found =ome armowbeads and carefilly
recorded where ['d found them, i my little green grade
=c hool noteboak,

& wagon road bad once gone through the
Dakota Hogback where the landfill road iz now. But, the
wagon road bad Eecome a ravine. [n that ravine, [ fHund
well prezerved leaf foezils in the Dakota zandztone This
route through the bogtack was guarded on both sides
by Ute fortification walls T dide't know what the walls
were until a few years later when T wad about them ina
vewspaper atticle. To the west, this dip opened into a
Eeautifisl little valley with a bac kdwp of white Purgatory
zandstone, A magical place, Beyond the white zandztone
wall the land leveled our into a zmall =loping meza
before dropping away into the canyon, Once, when [
came to the crest of the white wall, | zaw a herd of 13
deer Eourding down the west side Deer weren't =o
corthmcn ther; and T felt almcet like T bad been bBleszed
tozeeaberdof 1

Near the bottom of the can yon beyond this litle
mezg, [ found a deep bole three or four feet across |
couldr't zee the bottonny, and the zides 2loped awa y from
the entrance az the bole got bigger fiwther down The
rock there was gypeum [ thought the bole might go into
a gypsum cawve Bur it was probably a gypeum mine
instead. Thiz waz O ypeum Canyon where gypeun had
been mibed in the [ 8o’z 1 could never ioare out bow
togo down the bole to explore, and always wizhed T had,

The quary compabny =af baz been removed
trom Bed Bock Canyon, The small storne building i= no
longer in Oreenles Canyon, The inscrption from oo is
biding under a few feet of landfill material The floor of
my thagical valley haz been bulldozed, No orne will ever
explore that myeterious bole in the gypsum which i=
bow oo feet below the reclaimed landfill surface

5till, the bogbacks, the ridoes of Eed Bock
Canyon Open Space, remain thagical for the young =ol,
Nowr, thelr magic will be there for pour grandehildren
and their childen Their beauty will ke there for
everyorne Their bistory and geology will ibfoem
getemtions of students.

And, now, at last, theze ridoes will be weclaimed
and preserwed rather than damaged and desecrated.

THANE YOU to everywone who haz belped to
Ering us to thiz point]

D Ellis

Opinions expressed in THE 880 800K AAGare those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinion
of the Red Rock Canyon Commnittee.

You are welcorae to reproduce and distribute any raaterial published in THE BE Bock BAG.
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Red Rock Canyon Foundation - MEMBERSHIP FORM

Marme:
Address:

E-rmail: Phare:

Membership donation: {checks pavahle to Red Rock Canyon Foundation)

M ermbership level
_ Supporter dwanting to be kept informed)
_ Helper fadlling to wark on occasional committes ar help swith weork projects)
_ Leader twilling towolunteer & few hours & monthn

Areas of interest for volunteering:

Signature Diate

Send this membership formto; Red Rock Carmvon Foundaifon
zzo7 W, Colorado Ave
Colorado Springs, 00 Sogog

(Fhone 634-1 810)

For more information, contact Linda Hodpes at the Trails and Open Space Coalition: £33-6804,
or e-mail: help@ saveredrockcanyon.com

Ter Brp Roce: Bas

Bed Fork Canyon Committes
P O Box 2352
Colorado Springs, 00 Sogor=z352




