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EDITORIAL
The moment has arrived

It% hard not o feel a little sorry for the late
John Bock, longtime owner of the mapgnificent BEed
Rock Canyon property, who died last weelk.*

Famously Irascible, Bock, &0, had spent the
last 25 years of his 1ife in sporadic negotiations with
would-be purchasers of the land His price
{currently 315 million) was always about 50 percent
above falr market value. For the lastcouple of years,
the property was under contract to Zydeco, a New
Mexico outfit whose principal, Richard Yates, was
just as eccentric as Bock himself

Well, Bocks dead, and with hiz option to
buy expired, Yates is, at least for the time being, out
of the picture. {He has since shifted his interest to
the old Manitou spa bullding.)

Asg faras Bed Rocks, an immense window of
opportunity has been created for open-space
advocates. Hopeful rwmors abound: maybe a
partnership involving Manitou Springs, Colorado
Sprinps, El Paso County, Greater Outdoors
Colorado {GOCO), the Trust for Public Lands, the El
Pomar Foundation and thousands of small
individual donors?

We do know that there are bt of
dedicated, competent people who have been
involved In the effort o preserve Red Rocks for
several years. The moment has arrived; aither it'll
happen now, or it never will If it does, we can
conpratulate owselves for electing Richard
Skorman, Ted Eastburn, Salliz Chik, Judy Noyes
and Marparet Radford to Council, not to mention
MManitou Mayor Marcy Momnison U'm confident -
eve n manically so - that they'll find a way to do this
particular deal

w By Jobn Hazlebnwet, reprinted with permizsion of the
Colorado Spring fndependeni

* Crigimally publisbed March 21, zooz

TPL exploring Red Rock
Canyon possibilities

On Friday, Aprll 12, representatives from the
Eed Bock Carnyorn Committee, the Fed Bock Clanywon
Founrdation, the Thwils and Open Space Cealition and
Voters IMetwork met with Woody Beardzley of the Tiust
fior Public Land for a briefing on TPL'z interest in the Red
Feock Canyon propertyand o provide input to TPL

TPL iz definitely explorng possibilities for the
Eed BFock Canyon property and = comrmitted to work
toward a Bed Bock Canyon open space TPL bopes to
prezerwe the entire property as public open space, if'the
comrunity can bring together the needed resovrces,
TPL i= opeb to various poesibilities, and iz willing to help
coordinate flind mizing efforts at an approptiate time.

Section 16 trail work scheduled

Mark theze datez on wour calendar to work oo
the Section 16 wail: May 1g, June 1 5, and October 14,

The tmil needs lotz and lot of waterbar work
and a tetter switchback with a rock wall at the top of the
clozed =ection,

If you can belp on any of the work days, pleaze
e-mail Cary Michels at gmicbelz@coloradocollege.eduor
call bim at 5p8-8%45 a few daye before the tmil work date
=20 be can bave toolz and wfesbments ready

Alzo, call or e-mail Gary Michels if wou can do
weekday work on the tail

Our Thanks

The Bed BEock Canyon Committee wizshes to
EXpress s appreciation to o AnonyTious
contributcrs who baw made copwibutions for
opemting expenzes during the past nonth,

We would like to express our thanks o Voters
Network for sporeoring Tom Faudree's attendance at
the workshop on nonprofit organizations which was
sponzored by the Woters WNetwork and Citizens Project

We =would ako like to expres: our
apprer ation to the Village at 3k vline for providing ocur

Theeting moor
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CALENDAR
Meetings of Possible Interest:

May 2z Red Rodk Canyon Conmditee
7ioo P Village at Skyline (off Lower Cold
Camp Boad), Activities Foom, Building Ma 4
[The Eaztemmmeost Building - enter fom the
parking lot north of the building)

May 7 Manitou Springs City council
700 B Manitou Springs City Hall
tob Manitou Avenie

}ay & TOPS Working Commdtiee

4oo BM Colorado Springs

Parks and Becreation Building

1401 Becreaticn Way

{Eastofl-z5, z blocks north of Uintah)
May 1 4 Colarade Springs City Couneil

goo Al City Council Chambers,

The hiztoric City Hall, IHevada &Ficwa

May 1 SECTION 16 TRAIL WORE DAY
contact Cary Mickels at go8=8845 or
arnicbel=@colomdoccllegeedu

May 21 Manitou Springs City Couneil
700 B Manitou Springs City Hall
tob Manitou Avenie

May 22 TOPS Working Commites
710 A Colorado Springs
Parlk= and Becreation Building
1401 Becreaticn Way
{ Eaztofl-25, 2 blocks north of Uintah)

May 22 Mandton Springs Open Space
Advisory Comnditee
700 PM Manitou Springs City Hall
tob Maniton Awenue

May 28 Colorade Springs City Couneil
oo A, City Council Chambers,
The biztoric City Hall, INewvada &FKiowa

June & Red Bock Carmon Connnditee
7o P Village at Skyline (off Lower Cold
Camp Foad), Activitiez Foorm, Building Na, 4
The Eastemmmost Building - enter from the
parking lot north of the building)

MNOTE: Zcheduled meetings can be subjert to change or
cancellaticn.

Cherk theze web pages within a week of scheduled
meeting for itene of interest:

Colorado Springs City government:

Wit S PNGS 00 Corm

El Pazo Cournt v government:

'I.I'I.I'l.l'l.l'l.l'l.l'.E||1]E15EIEEI.EEIFI"I

Alro, cher k the QOO web zite for related announce-
ments and links:

iy, CSC0N0.0

TIDBITS
Dogbane

If you bike the Sectiocn 16 trail starting from the
Section 16 wail bead, it the fiist quarter tile you will zee
dogbare az one of the meost abondant plartz The
scientific name for the doghbare gepuz B Apocybum
which meansz "noxicus o doge” The plant iz distastefial
and poizonous to abitalz, and they wsually awsid it
Berauzes doghane = poizonous to cattle, it iz included in
the that magnificent compendium, Weeds of the Wesi
which waz published by the University of Wioming in
g3l
lo a mest apt descripticn, Michael Moore has
called dogbane, "a tidy look ing berb" Ttz smooth almest
oval leaves spaced opposite obe ancther ar geherols
intervalz along the smooth, mwund, rather slender
areenizh red-browm stalks ar decidedly a pictare of
tidiness i patare's design of a plant Thete are zeveral
widely diswibuted warietiez of dogbane which meadily
crees breed giving rize to a variety of sizes and colars of
flowers, Car deghare typically baz rumenoue pink to
white bell shaped flowers which are 1/2" longor less;, and
the plant typically gnows to arcund =z feet @all. Doghane
zeed pods are typically over 2 bches long and wery
slender, opening to wleaze tufted zeeds somewhat like
milkwesd zeeds, Doghare s alzozimilar o milkweed in
itz milky =ap
Argys publication, Unclifvaded Natfve Planiks
by E. F Caztletter menticns
aqurmny latex fom Apocyrum being mhixed with clay
and chewed by zome New Mexico Indians Io 1528, the

Fortv-fowrth Anoual Repori of e Bureau of
Amearfcan Fiioolog- did not mention Apocyruam as
"fond" or "gum', but described medicinal u=es  of
Apocyoum for teating coughz, colds, beart palpitations
and earache, a= well az ite use a= a chart, Michael Moore
glzo described medicinal w=es for dogbane root n
Medictnal Plants of {he Mounialn West (1g7g),
althengh his list of conditions for which dogharne might
Ee indicated iz somewbat different and ibeludes
teatment of alechelizm and stimulation of bair growth
Moore cautioned  that the variaHe availability of the
pharmarclogical agerts in dogharne and the toxicity of
the plant limit its medicinal v=e,

The pithy core of the dogbane stem i
surrounded by a stong fibrous sheath, Several tribes
bave uzed the strong doghane fibers to make cords, nets,
and clath, Tn the Jouthwest, the fibere were alzo u=ed for
weaving bazkets, A few beautifil, and extremely old,
doghbare bazkets are preserved b muselrms

Theze vzes of doghbane fibers lawe given rise to
ancther name for the plant, "Iodian bemp” The name
ndian bemp basz led to zome amusing bur potentially
dangerous confirion since "Indian bemp” (in thiz caze
referring to India) i= also a name for marijuana

Don Ellls
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NOTE: The following resolution by the Board of Directors of the Trils and Open Space
Coalition was presented to the TOPS Working Committee atits April 10 meeting

Trails and Open Space Coalition
Red Rock Canyon Resolution

WHEREAS, the mission of the Tails and Open Space Coalition i3 to presetrve open space and
create a networle of trails in the Pikes Peak region; and

WHEREAS, with the option to purchase the Eed Eock Canyon propetty by Zydeco not being
renewed and the change of ownership due to the recent passing of John Bocl, the potential exists
for the City of Colorade Springs and partners to again work toward preserving the property as
open space for the residents and wisitors to the Pikes Peak region;, and

WHEREAS, there 15 potential for new persons or companies to acquire and develop the
property; and

WHEREAS, the City of Colorade Springs1s currently discussing opportunities to acquire all or
some of the property; and

WHEREAS, the TOPS Worlung Committes previously expressed a viston to preserve at least
500 acres as quality open space; and

WHEREAS, the Trails and Open Space Coalition supports that position, and

WHEREAS, control of the entire property by the City of Colorade Springs would enable a
public planning process for Eed Eock Canyon to proceed in a proactive tanner and would
reduce development pressure and increase negotiation opportunities.

NOW, THEREFORE EE IT RESOLVED Ev the Trails and Open Space Coalition Board of

Directors, that the Board hereby requests the City of Colorade Springs to work to preserve Eed
Fock Canvon by secuning control of the entire property by real estate contract or by securing an
option to purchase the property of by similar tneans.

DONE THIS 27th Day of March, 2002, at Colerade Springs, Colorade.

Trails and Open Space Coalition Board of Directors
Bw: Dan Cleveland for

Charlie Paterson, President
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YES, I WANT TO SUPPORT RED ROCK CANYON OPEN SPACE!

O Enclesed is my contribution to the Fed Fock Canyon Committee for operating expenses
(Check payakle to “Eed Fock Canyon Committes”, not tax dedustible.)
Do Den't acknewledzre my contribution in the Fed Fock Eag.
Twmant to be inwelwed
LIy efforts could best be uzed for:
Eeep meinformed with the BED Bock Bas,

MNAME:

ADDRESE:

For more information, contact Liinda Hodges at the Trails and Open Space Coalition: 633-6804,
or e-mail: helpi@saveredrockcanyon.com
Opinions expressed in THE 880 00K 8AG are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinion
of the Bed Rock Canyon Commitiee,
WE WANT YOLUIR INPUT!

Letters, avticles, corurnents (and glossy photos) mayr be senttor Electronic sabraissions may be sent to:

Eagz Editor rag@saveredrock catyeon. corn

Eed Fock Canyon Gorarnites Plegxe :end electronic tewxt in plain ASCIT (ted) fortnat.
F. O Box 2352 Digital itnages are welcorme and should be 200 dpi or better
Colorade Springs, GO G0901-2352 at the sze the itnage will be reproduced.

TiE EED BocK BAG reserwes the right to publish or not publish any subraisson and to edit subraissions for shele and lensth,

You are welcorae to reproduce and distribute any raaterial published in THE BE Bock BAG.

Trz Bep Rock Rac

Eed Bock Canyon Committee
B & Box 235z
Colorado Springs, 00 Sogor-235z2




