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TPL secures Red Rock option

OO ORA DO SPRINGS (MNovember 277 2002) «=

The Colorado Office of the Tihast for Public Land
(TPL), announced today that it bas secured an opticn to
purchaze the entire 78p-acre property known az Bed
Bock Canyon ftom the estate of Jobn 3 Bock The
sighing of thiz option agresment begine: an
approximately six meonth exploration pbase that will
bopefilly mwault in TPL zelling thiz important fothills
property to the City of Colorado Springs for permanent
Frotection.

"Thi= iz a great day for the citizens of Colorado
Springs,” =ays Seott Flora of the Bed Eock Canyon
Committee, the citizens adwocacy group that bas worked
bard for its protection for over three years, "hMost citizens
of Colorado Springs bave no idea what a gem Fed Bock
Canyon really ="

After completing  extersivwe due  diligence
reviews and finalizing the acquizition from the Bock
E=tate, TPL will then offer the property to the City of
Colorado Springs for parchasze a= open =pace.

Terry Pruman, IManager of the TOPS program for
the City of Colorads Springe explaine “the city will
putchaze the property fiom the Trast for Pubic Land
with money from the TOPS =zalez tax once TPL hbas
complete ite due diligence review of the propery
Althongh if the TOPS extenzion =o't passed next April,
the city may need to look for a dewelopment partmer for
the frontage along Highway 24 in order to be able to
afford to buy the ma jority of the propertsy.”

Pricr to TPL'z completion of their due diligernce
pericd and formal acquizition of'the property, Red Bock
Canyon camtinues az private property, prvatel y patolled
and without public accezz. It iz wery important that
pecple respect Mim, Bock's private property rights.
Aryore caught trespassing will Be prosecitred to the
fulle=t extent of the law

Our Thanks

The Fed Fock Canyon Committes wizshes to
EX[ress its aprteciation to ohe anonyrhens donor thr
contributing toward the Fed Fock Fagh: expenzes

during the past mwonth.
We would alza like to express our

apprec iation to the Village at Sk yline for providing oo
Theeting mor

CALENDAR:
Meetings of Possible Interest:

December o £ Pasro Coundyr Commissfoners
goo A, County Office Building
27 E Vermij, Thind Floor

December 7 Manitou Springs City Comeil
7o P Manivou Springs City Hall
Gob Manitou Avere

December 5§ Bed Bock Canyon Connmdtiee &
Eed Bock Canyon Foundatlon
7oo BM Village at Skyvline (off Lower Cold
Camp Foad), Activities Roorn, Building Mo 4
i The Eaztemmuecst Building - enter from the
parking lot north of the building)

December 1o Coforado Springs Cfiv Councit!
oo A City Couneil Chambers,
The historic City Hall, INevada & Kiowa

December 11 TOPS Workdng Connmittee
4oo PM Colorado Spring:
Park= and Becreation Bullding
[4o1 Becrearion Way
{ East ofl-z5, = Blocks north of Uintah)

December 11 Mantiow Springs Planning Chmmitesion
7oo P Manitou Springs City Hall
tob Manitou Avenue

December 17 Maniton Springs City Couneil

700 P Manitou Springs City Hall
tob Manitou Avene

NOTE: Zcheduled meetings can be subjert to change ar
cancellation, Check theze web pages within a week of
=z beduled meeting for items of nterest:

Colorado Springs Clity governmment: WL S NGSH0 Y .COMm
El Paso County governthent: Wi el pasoco.com

Alzo, chec k the CONO web zite: wil G500 N0, 0FY
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EDITORIAL:
Waddling down the green mile

Let now see T understarnd ihis:

1) County voters reject, by a 2-to-r margin, a bond izaue
that would have financed an expanded courty jil

2 One week after the election, the county conmmizsione=
= iocluding two lame duck officials who will Be out of
cffice in Jaruary - wite to Bue delr to firance an
expanded jall.

) And while they're at it, they avthorize another Fzo-odd
million in debit to expand the courthonze, even though .

&) There baz been abeolutel y no public process to identify
the peed for such a facility, or o choose a site - bope, the
cothmizzicners st decide to.

51 Build some ugyass, bulking moretrosity athwart coe
of dowmtowm's premier view corridors,

1 was born bere 62 wears ago. For mach of that
timae, 've Been el ved o local gowertment as a student,
critic, bpeighborbood  activist, elected  official, and
newspaper colunmizt [ thought T'd seen itall

But I'we pewer zeen such arromnt, zleazy and
fimdamentall y disborest maneuvwering by any Colorads
goverrmrent Eody Tt st defies belief T mean, o=t what the
bell iz going on berefl Let's think about it for a moment

Every local goverrment, ewery entity that bas the
powet to levy and collect taxes, i= ielfzubiect to the rle
of law. And virtaally witbhout exception, the law forbid=
Colorads governments to contract lang-term Jebx withont
the conzent of the woters.

That'z =hy Scbhool Diswict 11 won't ke
renovatingfimproving their buildirgs thi= wear, the woters,
by a narnow marging, reflized o autharize the fnding And
that's why the Coumty can't 1ee long-term debt to baild a
jail arnex;, we tamed 'en domn,

The reaman that the law, be ita citycharter or the
state constination, fwhids peliticlanes fiom contracting
Jdebit without woter approval s rooted b the lorng wizdom
ot our Bepblic,

We've leamed that elected cofficials are offen
spendthrift, tolizhbly optimistic, and bappy to spend other
people's mobney We'we learned that goverrments that
eagerly take on debt =oon find themeelvwes =0 fr in bock
that they can barel y provide essential zervices,

And we' we alzo learred that woters are, especially
compared to the pols they elect, cautious, prudent and
conzervative And if they aren't? Well, they bawe only
themzel ves to blame.

%o bow can the conrhizsicters oet away with
flouting the law? Theyre using so-called Certificates of
Purchaze (D0P5), arrare firancial iretiments intended to
mask indebredness (Hi, Ennonl Hello, Cravestl How're pon
doin', WorldZom?) .

Zeg, itz pot lobg-term debt at all - its Bt a
leaze/piirhaze| Arnd =ee, the commissioners can wote 1o
termirate the leaze any tirnel (s 1=t like leaz inga car, cnly
this time it's a jail and a cowrtbonze|

Bullzbit If it walks like a duck, acts like a duck,
and quacks like a duck, then itz a dueck, And this, oy
ftiends, 5 the B million duck, an albamess of debt that's

aoibg to cripfle county gowemment for a oeneration,
MMomeower, there's no walistic poesibility that the Courty
can get out of the deal; once they zign on the dotted line,
we're soremed

Beprezentatiwe government iz oot all that difficult
[t meane exactl y that You represent o constitaents, You
wite your corecience moet of the time, B when pour
constittente tell sou, by an owerwbelming marmin, not to
do zometbing, wou dor't do it And if they tell you to do
zomething, wou do it

T weelk=s agn, we told 'em not to bormomr tens of
millicre to build a jail. For that mater, two ywears ago, »e
woted 2 1o 1 for the gowernor's trareportation bonds, And
El Pazo Conmty residents, by supporting both TOPS and
GO0, voted to prezerwe Open space oo what are the
commizs ioners doibg? Theyre bomowing tens of millions
to Enild a jail withewt woter permizsion, and stripping
morey thom tareportation and parks fnding to suppart
their fantazy lockup

They're bazically zaying that they don't give a
aood goddamn abaat the clearly expreszed will of their
constinents They're going to defind what they dor't like,
and 1ee the roney for what they do like, .

And if pwou or T den't like it toughy there's pathing
we can doabout it

Cr iz there? It zeenre 1o e that there, are two
aweres: a lameuit and a mweall Alawsuit would azk the
coLts to declare that 20P: are in fact lorg-termn debt, and
forbid the County to izsue them without voter approval,

And a recall would zeek to emove some of the
comrizsioners fiom office. T don't krowr abour e, Bor

I'mrmeadytogo e  -- fhaZishurstifics/inds com
By John Hazlehurst, reprinted with penmlslon of the

gl

* Origlnal 1y published Novernter 21, 2002,

Commissioners to vote on
budget cuts

Ar their meeting on December =z, the El Pazo
Comty Commizsiohers will vote on a collection of budoet
cuts which have been propesed to make fimdz awailable
for an expanzion to the Sourty jall, The propesed cuts will
affert road and bridge flinde, capital improvements, tranait
fimds, the Cowmty Fair, the Pernrose Equestrian Center, the
Pikez Peak Center, the Public Health Departrrert, and the
El Pazo Park= and Leizire Services Department

The proposed cut of b7so000 2 year fiom the
Park= budoet would require the Parkz Department to uze
Ztate Cobzervation Trst flmds i opemting expenzes,
which mould prevent the departmrent fiom e wer acquiring
Zection 16 unless there i5 zome zoure of new revernoe for
the departmrent

The Commizsioners could alzo approwe izsuing
cettificates of participation (2C0P3) for jail fimding at the
December 2 meetirg,

Thoee who bave not seen their Commizsioners in
action should find this meeting especiall y interestivg,
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Red Rock Canyon Foundation
President's RBICX}IT December 2002

CGreat news travels st The Optlon o purchase the
Ked Rock Canyon ls sloned, Furraylll The Foundatlon has
been wotrking hard to cladfy s goals and objectlwes O the
short tenn while the due dlllgence 15 performed and the
fundlng |5 arranged. There 1s a ot to do. MNow that Lt ls
publlc, we can actlvate the wolunteers to help In the
presetvatlon of Red Eock Cangon,

One of the most lmpor@ant objectives 15 o hcrease
our officlal mernbershlp The more people we hawve, the
strornger our volce will be n glving cltlzen guldance In
creating publlc Open 3pace.

The Foundatlon s commlted o helplng the TOR3
extens lon carapalon pass next Aprll That 18 the best way o
ralse mmoney for a comprehenslve plan for the whole
propetty, which compllments Gpen Space. Fund rals ng tor
TOR3 extenslon 15 a bop priorlb

The Foundatlon wlll work wlth TFL, the Flkes Peak
Comrmunlty Foundatlion and other orzanlzatlons o wilke
grants and fundralsing proposals o mlse private finds o
lowrer the Cost b0 MExpaye s and guarantee that all the land s
used forthe publlc good now and Ln the fbare,

Whlle the Foundatdon represents the wishes of Bed
Rock Canyon supporiets o prese tve and testore all the 1land
for the good of fubire generatlons and rnatite, LE 15 equally
corarnlited o rnaklng sure that cltlzens of our cornraunlby
hawe [nput Into the planning process.

This Thanksglving we tly have somethlng o be
thankful o We thank MMis Bock Dr offering to sell the
land, for TFL and the Clr of Colorado Spings for the wotk
they hawe put ln on thls project and look forward bo
parmering  with thermn o make somethlng wonderfil

happen In Bed Rock Canyon. We hawe a lot of work ahead
to mnake sure that Bed REock Canyon ls In fct saved, but for
now lets have a great Thanksglving hollday

Fhant Tol

TOPS Extension Committee
seeks support

AblE Decernber 1o meeting, the Colomdo 3prings
Clty Councll 15 expected o approwe placing the TOF3
Extenslon ominance on the ballot for the Cloy's Aprll 2003
electlon, Supportets of TOFS extenslon are encouraged o
show thelr support by amending the Decernber ro Clby
Councll ree thig,

To succeed In winnln voter approval of TSP
extenslon, the TOFS Exterslon Corroltee wlll need
contnued flnanclal support and wlunteers. The TOF3
Extenslon Comrnltbes Is seeklng contacts wlthin supportie
oranlzatlons and wlunteers who can glve presen@dons o
those omanlzatlons about TOFS exknslon  In addltlon,
they would llke asslstance In wrltlng  artcles for
newsletters, lettets to the edlor, sendlng rmalllngs, and
othe r carmpalon acivitles

Af this tre the TOPFI Exterslon Cormrolttee |s
especlally In need of  addltlonal flnanclal suppott
Contibutlions may be sent bo:

TOF3 Extenslon Cornroliee
FO, Box 62937
Colorado 3prings, CO 200622037

If you would llke o wolunbeer ot hawe any
questlons about the campalon, please call Ejersten at:

471087 5.

Red Rock Canyon Foundation - MEMBERSHIP FORM

MHame:

Address:

Ermail:

Phone:

membership dues:
mMembership level (8 month commitrment - check one)

(3258 sunnested)

Supporter fwilling to write occasionally e-mails or letters)
Helper dwilling to wolunteer 5 to 10 hours 3 month)
Leader fwilling to volunteer 3 to 6 hours & week)

Areas of interest for volunteering
___izomputer support
___ Brochure ar grant wiriter
__ (ther iplease describe)

Worker
Community outreach

Sionature

Send this membership foarm to;

Diate

Red Rock Carvon Foundailon

z2zo7 W, Colorado Ave
Colorado Springs, 30 Sogog




HELP SUPPORT THE RED BoCK RAaG!
O Enclosed iz roy contribution. (Check payable to “Eed Rock Canyon Corarnittee™, noot tax deductible )

Do Dion’t acknowdedze my contribution in the RED BOCE BAG.
MAME:
ADDRESS:
FHOME: E-rrail:

Llailto: Red Roeck Canyon Committee Ff P. O. Box 2352 F Colorado Springs, CO B0901-2352

For mere information, contact Linda Hodges at the Trails and Open Space Coalition: £33-6004,
or e-nail: help@saveredrockeanyon com

Opinions expressed in THE 880 800K 8AG are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinion
of the BEed Rock Canyon Committee.

WE WANT YOUR INPUT!

Letters, articles, covarnents vaarbe sent to: Electronic mabmisdons may be sent to:
E.ag Editor
E.ed Fock Canyon Corarnittes rag@saveredrockeanyon. cor
F. O Box 2357 Flaaxe send electronic text in plain ASCIT (tef) format

Colorade Springs, GO G0901-2552
TiE EED BocK BAG reserwes the right to publish or not publish any subraisson and to edit subraissions for shele and lensth,

You are welcorae to reproduce and distribute any raaterial published in THE BE Bock BAG.

Trz Bep Rock Rac

Eed Bock Canyon Committee
B & Box 235z
Colorado Springs, 00 Sogor-235z2




