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TOPS Extension Underway

Work on a proposed extension o the Tralls,
Open Space and Parks sales tax that sunsets n zoog
is well underway. The TOPS Extension Commitee
phns on seeking Colorado Springs Chty Councll
gupport to phce an extension to 2025 on the Aprll
2007 ballot

Since 1997 when the exlsting ordinance was
passed by voters, the TOPS propram has preserved
3720 acres of open space Including Stration,
Cheyenne Mountain State Park, University Park, Bip
Johnson, High Chaparral and Blodpett open spaces.
If the proposed pwchase of Red Rock Canyon
occurs as hoped, the purchase will deplete most of
the remalning open space funds.

TOPS has also funded 471 trail projecs and
twelve neiphborhood parks.

With TOPS extension, we could preserve
areas like Manbton Section 16, Union Meadows, a
1oo0 acte patcel of Ute Valley Park, Wolf Ranch and
many others. Additionally, we could create
greenways at Sand Creek Cottonwood Creek, Jimmy
Camp Creek, and along the Bock Island and
Midbnd Tralls, as well as continuing to meet the
city's prowling need for neighborhood parks.

If vou wouwld like o contribute, mall youwr
check to the

TOPS Extension Commiitee
P.O, Box 6zg3y
Colorado Springs, CD Sogéz-zg37

by Dan Cleveland & Bill Steinbonr

Our Thanks

'The Red Rock Canyon Committee
wishes to express its appreciation to the
Villape at Skyline for providing our
meeting room.

Adams' Mountain Cafée sponsoring
event for TOPS Extension

On Friday, November 22, Adam% Mountain
Caft is dopating 0% of thelr salkes from breakfast,
lunch and dinner to the Tralls, Open Space and Parks
Extension campalpn. TOPS, an ordinance passed by
Colorado Sprinps citizens in 1997, desipnates a 1/10 of
onz percent sales and usape tax o preserving open
gpace, bullding trails and constructing neighborhood
parks.

Plrase, praba companion and come pin us in
celbration of our most treasured areas in Colorado
Springs and enpy some of the Incredible meals and
desser at Adams Mountaln Cafe,

Joint Red Rock meeting to
have full evening

The Ezd Rock Canyon Foundation is secking
0 answer the question: “What vision do we publicly
present to presene the land, mothaite public
imvobement and attract funds from brge donorsi
Toward that end, the Foundation is planning a half
day "focus proup.” Fans for the “focus group” will be
presented and dliscussed at the November ¢ Bed
Rock Canyon Commitiee meeting,

One possible part of the "vision® which has
been suppested by Shanti Toll is a cwltural center near
Highway 24 which could be patierned afier Bowlder's
Chauntauqua. At the November 7 meeting, Shanti and
Don Ellk will make presentatons on the Chawmugua
concept

Al the meating we will ako discuss whether
we would like to send a leter to OSAC with
recommendations for their forthcoming decisions
concerning Crystal Hills Fast

Finally, we will discuss the TOPS Extension
Campaigns plan and offtr owr sugpestions on the

lan.

P The November 7 meeting will be both a Red
Rock Canyon Commitiee meeting and peneral
meeting of the Fed Rock Canyon Foundation. In
October, the Red Fock Canyon Comumlbttee and the
Rad Eock Canyon Foundation decided to combine
thelr two meetings for November and subsequent
months,

Fage 1



Volume 3, Number 11

i ED ROCK aac

Novembet, 2002

CALENDAR:
Meetings of Possible Interest:

HNovember 5 Manitou Springs City council
7o PR, Manitou Springs City Hall
tob Manitou Avere

November 7 Red Bock Canyon Commdtiee &
Eed Bock Camyon Foundatlon
7oo PR Village at Skvline off Lower Cold
Clamp Foad), Activities Foom, Bullding Mo 4
(' The Eazternmeost Building - enter from the
parking lot north of the building)

HNovember 1 2 Colarade Springs City Council
oo Al ity Council Chambers,
The hiztoric City Hall, evada & Kiowa

November 1 3 TOPS Woirking Commitiee
4o PM, Colorado Springs
Park= and Becreation Building
1401 Becreation Way
[ Eaztofl-25, 2 blocks north of Uintah)
November 19 Manivou Springs Ciry Coune il
7o BM. Manitou Springs City Hall
tob IManitou Avere

HNovember 2o Marndtou Spring Open Space
Advisory Comniditee
7o BM. Manitou Springs City Hall
tof Manitou Avere

November 26 Colomde Springs City Council
oo AR City Council Chambers,
The biztoric City Hall, Nevada & Kiowa

HNovember 27 TOPS Working Commities
7170 AW, Celorado Springs
Parks and Becreaticn Building
t4o! Becreation Way
\ East ofT-z5, 2 blocks north of Uintah)

December 3 Manitou Sprivgs City Cowmneil
7o PR, Manitou Springs City Hall
tob Manitou Avere

December 5§ Red Bock Canyon Commditee &
Eed Bock Camyon Foundatlon
7oo PR Village at Skvline off Lower Cold
Clamp Foad), Activities Foom, Bullding Mo 4
(' The Eazternmeost Building - enter from the
parking lot north of the building)
MNOTE: icbeduled meetings can be zubiject to change or
cancellation, Check theze web pages within a wesk of
zscheduled meeting for items of nterest:

Colorado Springs Clity government: Wittt SHNGSH0Y.COM
El Pazo Court y government: Wil 21035 000.C0m
Alzo, cher kb the COND web site: Wil CSCON0.01T

EDITORIAL:

I wish to disapree with the Don Ellis
editorial in last month's Red Rock Rag. 1 beliave
that the t®nanis of the Bock property have the
same rights as any other tenants, no more, no less,
It is customary that leases may be erminated ifthe
propeny is sold. Because some of the trailers may
be old and not meet current codes, the tenants
may need some assistance In finding new homes,
I support finding that assistance so they can have
equal or better housing, but I do not believe they
have a right to stay ifthe land sells.

In fict, T hope the trailer patk is closed to
allow for an entrance to an open space park that s
more scenic. T oppose bullding anything that does
not compliment the future development ofa Red
Rock Canyon open space patk Building
apartments or houses on land needed for the tralls,
opan space and park master plan Is poing In the
wrong direction. The problems of finding
adequate houwsing can be resolved without
commercial developing the land In  an
incompatible manner.

Shanti Tell

OSAC to consider Crystal
Hills East

The proposed Crystal Hills East
devebpment will be considered for possible
approval by the Manitou Springs Open Space
Advisory Committee {OSAC) on November zoth.
The proposed development would consist of 13
reside ntial lots on 1 5.3 acres.

Crystal Hills Fast adjoins the Eed Rock
Canyon propenty along approximately a quarter
mlle of Its west side. The proposed development
would sit on the hillside above the northern part of
Sand Canyon So, the development could have a
slpnificant visual impact on the fivlure Red Rock
Canyon o pen space.

Everyone with an interest In the possible
Impact of Crystal Hills East is encouraped to attend
the OSAC meeting at 700 P.M, November zoth, In
the Councll Chambers in Manltou Sprinps Clty Hall
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Connecting the Visions

Red Rork Camvon Foundatton Fresrde ntls compments

Ower the past few meeting: of the Bed Bock
Canywn Foundation we bave besn preparirg for the
likely possibility that Bed Bock Caryon can ke
putchazed and protected. The Trast for Public Lands
(TPL) contimees to be optimistic that they can reach a
agreement with the property owrer, How much land
will be protected asz open space, and what kind of
comrercial  development may bappen, will ke
determined by bow much money we can raize from
private sources, The political will to prezerve the nature
and ezthetics of thiz unique land area will be determined
by the citizens involvemnent and support,. Will Eed Bock:
Canyon planning compliment open space and cobnsider
the long term beeds of our growing city or will land e
zold off for short termn gmin? The choice = owre by our
actions.

The Bed Fock Canyon Foundation recoghizes
that there may be different vizionz of what will happen
on the Bed Bock Canyen land oear the roads Theze
different ideaz are zecondary to the overriding geoal of
land purchaze

Later, after the land i= prarchazed and under the
control of TPL and the city, we can bave a pablic process
to collect and evaluate different vizions of the areas near
the nzads. We can ewaluate the cost and benefits of the
varios visichs We can take the time to make the right
decizionz

For now, bowewr, we need to unite arcund a
tew conceptz and a prmary mizsion;, "To protect the

unique geclogy, biolegy, bistory and assthetics of Eed
Bock Canyon area for funre generations”  We all amee
that we should maximize the puHic v=e open =pace
area [n order to accomplish prezerving open zpace we
st wealistically deal with the budget constraint of'the
City and TPL. W first must unify and speak with one
stmong citizen wiice supporting

1. If any comrercial development iz economically
bereszary, itsbhould be complimentary with open =pace
and bave the higheat good for finwe citizens and nanre
in mind

z The city control of all the Bed Bock Canyon land zo
that the citycan guide the deweloprent of the land near
the bighways and streets.

3 Citizers bhave sigpificant inpir on any plans o
develop the amwa near roads and the back open =pace

park.

The Fed Fock Canpon Fourndation must collect
thonzands of suppotters and derations to be an effective
citizern voice for Bed Bock Canywon protection, TPL and
the City of Colorado Springs are negotiating to prarchaze
the Fed Bock Canyon properties and to resolwe any
ligkility and financial problem= They =hould bBe
commended. We citizens st do our part o make this
bappen.

Soon, the puHic drive to mie money and
political support will begin, It will be shart The eneroy
and money wou dorate will make a lasting difference to
our dezcendents and our ity

Shanti Teall

Red Rock Canyon Foundation - MEMBERSHIP FORM

Marme:

Address:

Ermail:

Phone:

M embership dues:
M embership level (8 month commitrment - check one)

(528 sugnested)

Suppoarter fwilling to write occasionally e-mails or letters)
Helper fwilling to volunteer 5 to 10 hours & month)
Leader {willing to volunteer 3 to 6 hours a week)

Areas of interest for voluinteering
__ Computer support
__ Brochure or grant writer
____iother (please describe)

Worker
Community atreach

Signature

Send this membership formto:

Date

Red Rocke Carmron Fourndatton

2207 W Colorado fwve
Colerado Springs, OO0 Sogog
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HELP SUPPORT THE HEp HOCK RAaG!
O Enclosed iz roy contribution. (Check payable to “Eed Rock Canyon Corarnittee™, noot tax deductible )

Do Don’t acknowdedze my contribution in the RED BOCE RAG.
MAME:
ADDRESS:
FHOME: E-rmail:

ILMailto: Red Roek Canyon Committee Ff P. O. Box 2352 F Colorado Springs, CO BE0901-2352

For mere information, contact Linda Hodges at the Trails and Open Space Coalition: £33-6004,
or e-nail: help@saveredrockeanyon com

Opinions expressed in THE 880 800K 8AG are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the opinion
of the BEed Rock Canyon Committee.

WE WANT YOUR INPUT!

Letters, articles, covarnents vaarbe sent to: Electronic mabmisdons may be sent to:
E.ag Editor
E.ed Fock Canyon Corarnittes rag@saveredrockeanyon. cor
F. O Box 2357 Flaaxe send electronic text in plain ASCIT (tef) format

Colorade Springs, GO G0901-2552
TiE EED BocK BAG reserwes the right to publish or not publish any subraisson and to edit subraissions for shele and lensth,

You are welcorae to reproduce and distribute any raaterial published in THE BE Bock BAG.

Trz Bep Rock Rac

Eed Bock Canyon Committee
B & Box 235z
Colorado Springs, 00 Sogor-235z2




